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In her acclaimed The Sense of Wonder, Rachel Carson 
wrote: “If a child is to keep alive his inborn sense of won-
der… he needs the companionship of at least one adult 
who can share it, rediscovering with him the joy, excite-
ment and mystery of the world we live in.”  Though Car-
son’s words were written more than 50 years ago, they 
seem to me even more relevant today, when children have 
so few opportunities to connect with their natural world. 

A Woman of Wonder

No one better embodied Rachel 
Carson’s sense of wonder in the 
world around us; no one was a 
more fierce protector of nature 
nor a more devoted admirer of 
her beauty than our beloved 
Mildred Brooks, who passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday, January 
20, 2009, just as we were going to 
press. 

In our next issue, we’ll pay proper 
tribute to a woman who stirred in 
generations of Treetops campers 
and counselors a love of nature 
and all it’s creatures that nearly 
matched her own.                                  

— Karen C.

Gwen searches for treasure

Time for Wonder
   By Karen Culpepper


